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Hello BMAP,

I hope the New Year is treating you all
well! We've had a wet, albeit
intermittent, winter thus far, making
for a muddy start to 2026.  With
regular freeze/thaw events, our
snowpack is greatly reduced, so be
mindful when moving around the
woods or burning brush piles. 

With the New Year, BMAP's Winter
Conversations are rapidly approaching.
Don't hesitate to attend one for a bit of
community, conversation, and deep-
dives into land management! Our
summer calendar is also starting to fill
up, with an excellent slate of property
tours and walks with expert
naturalists. If you've enjoyed the BMAP
community and the events that we
organize, consider volunteering to join
the BMAP Board of Trustees. Just
contact BMAP Board President, Greg
Jones or BMAP Outreach Ecologist,
Sam Anderson if you're interested or
have any questions about Board
membership. You can also support
our community events through
a donation directly to BMAP

Argiope aurantia - Credit: Sam Anderson

Gentiana andrewsii - Credit: Sam Anderson

As BMAP's Outreach Ecologist, my job is to support you all as you plan and implement
land management on your own properties. Throughout the year, I am always happy to
communicate via email or over the phone if you want to discuss winter land stewardship,
prescribed fire, or plans for greener months.  If you'd like more personalized information
tailored to you and your property, fill out BMAP's Site Visit Questionnaire for a 2026 site
visit!

Sam Anderson 
Outreach Ecologist 
ecologist@bluemounds.org 

BMAP Membership Renewal 

Thank you to all the BMAP members that have renewed their membership for
2026! BMAP is entirely funded by the commitment and generosity of our members,
making every donation and membership extremely important to our organization. If you
are unsure, you can always contact us directly to confirm your membership status.

BMAP has a range of membership options to match your commitment to our mission and
community. Thank you for your continued support.

You can also help BMAP by recommending our organization to your friends, family, and
neighbors. By serving more landowners and managing more acreage, we multiply the
dividends of our land management. This helps us further our goals of supporting private
land restoration and continue to build the restoration community in SW Wisconsin. Don't
hesitate to spread the word!

BMAP on Facebook
The Blue Mounds Area Project Facebook page is a good place to find information about
upcoming events, but it’s a one-way flow of information. Did you know we also have a
Facebook group? Joining the BMAP Facebook group is a great way to connect with other
BMAP members. To facilitate engagement, we’ll soon begin posting regular conversation
starters.

At any time you can also post:

Restoration-related questions

Requests for help with burns

Extra seeds or plants to share

Photos of what’s growing in your prairie or woodland

Anything else that relates to ecological restoration in WI

To join the group, visit the group and click Join Group. The group is open to all
landowners and allies in the Driftless Area of WI or surrounding areas who are working to
restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health.

         

Hamamelis virginiana - Credit: Sam Anderson 
 

BMAP Winter Conversations
BMAP's Winter Conversation series starts up again in the new year! 

All events begin at 7:00 pm, and are held at the
Mt. Horeb Community Center, 107 N. Grove Street.

Multifunctional Agriculture & Agroforestry Systems
Thursday, February 12

Jacob Grace - Savanna Institute

Join a representative from the Savanna Institute to hear about their approach to
agroecology, perennial woody crops, and fostering productive and diverse landscapes in

Wisconsin

Woody Shrubs of Southern Wisconsin
Thursday February 26

Peter Marshall

 Shrubs provide habitat, floral resources, fruits and nuts, and many other ecosystem
services in Wisconsin. Hear about the diversity of woody shrubs in Wisconsin that you can

readily incorporate into your gardens or acreage.

The Driftless Trail
Thursday, March 12

Barb Barzen - Driftless Area Land Conservancy
Dick Cates - former DALC Board Member, local landowner

Driftless Area Land Conservancy is making great progress on developing the 100-mile
Driftless Trail in Iowa County, creating a conservation corridor and exceptional "quiet

trail" on mostly private lands. Hear about exciting project developments and upcoming
trail openings, and get a visual tour of a 70-mile stretch of existing and planned trail.

 

BMAP Summer Events
Take a look forward to see the fantastic events we have planned for Summer 2026!

Geology of Pleasant Valley Conservancy - Walk With a Naturalist
Saturday May 30

1-4pm
4554 Pleasant Valley Rd, Black Earth, WI 53515, USA

Leader: Ken Wade

Join BMAP member and local naturalist Ken Wade as he leads us through the geological
and glacial history that shape Pleasant Valley Conservancy, one of the older restored oak

savannas in Wisconsin 

BMAP Property Tour - Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell
Saturday June 20

9am-12pm
10747 Moyer Rd, Blue Mounds, WI 53517, USA

Join us in touring the lands stewarded by Ken Wade and Pat Trochlell. Ongoing
collaborations with the Prairie Enthusiasts, Dane County, and other local organizations

are aimed at restoring and protecting this diverse range of southern WI plant communities
just north of Blue Mounds State Park

BMAP Property Tour - Kurt Peters & Elizabeth Hopp-Peters
Saturday July 18

10am-12pm
N6405 County Hwy A, Argyle, WI 53504, USA

Join us for a tour of 75 acres stewarded by Kurt Peters and Elizabeth Hopp-Peters. Their
restored prairie occupies a sandy former pasture, while recent work supported by NRCS

and local restoration contractors has focused on restoring oak woodlands and oak
savanna.

Future Event to Be Posted Soon!
 

In case you missed our 2025 Winter Conversations:
Restoration at the former Badgerland Munitions Property

Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
Coyotes in Our Grasslands

Carl Anderson
Garlic Mustard: Natural History and Management

BMAP President Greg Jones & BMAP Outreach Ecologist Sam Anderson

Upcoming BMAP Events

 
Know of a local event that might be of interest to BMAP Members?

Send the information to ecologist@bluemounds.org

Ice Age Trail Alliance Events & Workdays
If you are looking to get to know the natural communities of southern
WI or are hoping to build skills in land management, the IATA has a

weekly hikes and workdays in the Blue Mounds area throughout April
and May.

Dane County Parks Events
Dane county parks has a whole host of educational events and

restoration workdays for folks interested in enjoying and restoring
grasslands and woodlands.

The Prairie Enthusiast Workdays
TPE regularly hosts work days throughout Wisconsin, but the Sauk-
Empire chapter meets regularly in our local area!  Join for a day of

meeting like-minded volunteers that support TPE properties

Other SW Wisconsin Events & Resources

Naturalist's Notebook
Oak Savanna Restoration throughout the Great Lakes Region

Photo Credit: BMAP member Brooke Lewis

Most BMAP members and local land stewards often work on only a handful of properties.
Volunteering with groups like The Prairie Enthusiasts or the Ice Age Trail Alliance can
introduce you to new locations and habitats, but it can be hard to compare land
management techniques when each site is so unique. Fortunately, the world of prairie and
savanna restoration is much bigger than our corner of Wisconsin! For this E-Bulletin, I
wanted to dive into some recent restoration research that looks across the Great Lakes
region and highlight some excellent destinations in other states that may inform
restoration on your own property!

Regional Analysis of Restoration Outcomes in
Oak Savannas

This October, a paper titled "A model for regional-scale oak savanna management: The
roles of fire, canopy, and soils for understory plant diversity" was published in the journal
Ecological Applications. The researchers looked how common land management
techniques like prescribed fire, canopy thinning, and shrub removal the species richness
(number of species) in oak savannas. They did this at 100 sites across five different states,
including Wisconsin! These sites had differing management practices with some sites
receiving fire, some having their canopies thinned, some receiving both treatments, and
some not receiving any intervention. By surveying such a broad swathe of management
techniques at so many sites, these researchers give us a great overview of best
management practices! 

Interestingly, they looked at species richness at two different scales: small 1x1m plots
within savannas and the entire savanna itself. This may reflect about how you think about
diversity, especially if you manage lots of acreage or small, high quality remnants. 

How land management impacts small-scale (1x1m plot) diversity
in savannas

At the small-scale, plant richness is positively impacted by soil productivity,
open canopies, and prescribed fire. Fire improves species richness directly and
indirect through opening up the canopy. Open canopies that allow for more sunlight to hit
the ground layer also support plot-level richness. Interestingly, thinning shrubs has no
impact on local plant diversity.

Figure 1: This figure (called a structural equation model) shows what
factors/management significantly impact plant species richness. Significant impacts are
shown by the black lines, with solid lines having a positive correlation and dashed lines
have a negative correlation. Numbers show the strength of the correlation, with larger
numbers showing a stronger relationship

How does management impact site-level diversity in savannas?

When thinking about the richness for an entire savanna, only prescribed fire directly
improved site-level richness, though fire, soil productivity, and canopy thinning still
significantly impact canopy openness. Even though canopy openness didn't show direct
impacts on site richness, opening the canopy is still a valuable and worthwhile
management practice for savannas and oak woodlands.

Figure 2: A structural equation model showing what types of management impact the
richness of the entire site.

The Effects of Prescribed Fire Across a Range of Soil Fertility

The researchers also looked into how fire frequency impacts small-scale (1x1m) diversity
across a range of soil productivity. Generally, more frequently burned plots had more
species. The least diverse sites were those with sandier soils that don't receive any
prescribed fire. However, sandy sites that receive some prescribed fire are more diverse
than savannas with loamier soils.

 

Figure 3: This scatter plot shows all of the savannas that Bassett et al surveyed, organized
by how often they are burned (x axis) and how sandy or loamy their soils are (y axis). The
color gradient shows the sites with the highest microsite richness (meter squared)

Takeaways

It is important to think about management at the large scale (whole property) and
small-scale (microsites and remnants).
At the large scale, fire is the best management tool you can introduce to improve
species richness. This is especially true when combined with thinning the canopy
at the small scale, it is important to consider fire, the openness of the canopy, and
what type of soils are present. Within a savanna, open, regularly burned microsites
are more diverse.
While burning is important for all savannas, the effects of burning are likely to be
more dramatic in areas with sandier soils.

Regional Destinations for Prairie/Savanna
Management

With regional restoration in mind, here are some locations with incredible
stewardship that are a couple hours from Madison. These sites are in multiple different
states and stewarded by multiple different entities, so they give us a broad sampling of
different types of land management. If you are getting a bit of cabin fever this winter, I'd
highly recommend a trip!

Cedar Creek Long-Term Ecological Research Site
Steward: University of Minnesota & Minnesota Academy of Science

Photo Credit: Cedar Creek LTER

The Cedar Creek research station is one of 27 long term ecological research (LTER) sites
around the country. These scientific areas are integral to understanding the processes and
dynamics that shape ecosystems across the country, and the focus of Cedar Creek is prairie
and oak savanna management.  

Much of our understanding about the effects of prescribed fire, brush thinning, nutrient
dynamics, and bison grazing is due to the scientific work done at Cedar Creek.  Though
many portions of the property are closed to the public, several trails allow you to tour the
property and even get a chance at seeing bison 
 
Indiana Dunes National Park
Stewards: National Parks Service; Indiana State Parks

Photo Credit: NPS

On the southern shore of Lake Michigan, vast deposits of sand has led to an interesting
complex of plant communities. Now protected by Indiana Dunes National Park and
Indiana Dunes State Park, these areas contain several rare species and plant communities.

Oak woodland and savannas, especially black oak savannas, can be found in the Indiana
Dunes.  Notably, the NPS is working to expand areas that are managed by prescribed fire. 
You can also see a variety of native vegetation that are adapted to sandy soils. In the 1800s
and early 1900s, the dunes of the Great Lakes historically were pivotal in the novel
scientific discipline of ecology due to the observable impacts of wave disturbance on plant
communities.

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
Stewards: US Forest Service (USDA)

Photo Credit: USFS

The Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie consists of over 18,000 acres that were formerly a
munitions factory and agricultural land form one of the largest grasslands east of the
Mississippi. Open to hiking, biking, and equestrians, Midewin also offers the chance to see
bison up close. 

25 years of stewardship and management has turned into an incredible ecological resource
in the region.  Large populations of Upland Sandpipers, Bobolinks, Dickcissels, Henslow's
sparrows, and more make the Midewin an excellent birding destination. With its heavy
industrial history, the Midewin is also a great example of how restoration can be a
worthwhile process on even the most degraded landscapes.

Nachusa Grasslands
Stewards: The Nature Conservancy, Friends of Nachusa Grasslands

Photo Credit: cassi saari

In Franklin Grove, IL, The Nature Conservancy and devoted local volunteers protect and
manage 4000 acres of prairie, savanna, and wetland habitats.  Beginning in 1985, high
quality prairie remnants and vulnerable upland bird populations were the motivating
forces behind TNC aquiring these former agricultural properties. 

In 2014, bison were reintroduced to Nachusa, and they now roam across 1,500 acres.
Bison are viewable year round, with visitors can hike through remnant prairies and
wetlands, as well as several restored tallgrass prairies. Nachusa also benefits from a robust
Friends of Nachusa Grasslands group, dedicated to supporting the management and
research of Nachusa. they have supported a wide variety of large mammal, pollinator, and
restoration research proposals that highlight Nachusa as a scientific resource.
 

The Blue Mounds Area Project is a community-based
organization that seeks to inspire, inform and empower

private landowners in the Southwestern Wisconsin region
to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiversity and

ecosystem health.

Thanks to all our members for your support!
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