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Hello BMAP,

The growing season is now in full
swing, with many of us cutting, pulling,
mowing, and spraying. Hopefully you
are balancing land management by
enjoying the warm weather, sunshine,
and good company. Though we are just
at the beginning of the green season,
spring and summer in Wisconsin can
go fast! Take advantage of the season
by learning a few new plants, insects,
and birds, or meet some new people at
any of the conservation events in our
region!

Our first BMAP summer event is this
upcoming weekend at Pleasant Valley
Conservancy, and it leads a parade of
excellent BMAP events on both public
and private lands.  While spring burn
season is mostly behind us, Pheasants
Forever is still offering a burn
certification class in Platteville in early
June. If you are hoping to learn a bit
more about Wisconsin ecosystems, the
Natural Resources Foundation of
Wisconsin still has open field trips that
are running until early October.

I've already had the chance to visit a
few BMAP member properties this
year, and I still have some availability
for later in the growing season. If you
would like a consulting visit and site
report tailored to you and your
property, fill out our Site Visit
Questionnaire or email me at
ecologist@bluemounds.org.

Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) -
Credit: Sam Anderson

Cinnamon Fern (Osmundastrum
cinnamomeum)- Credit: Sam Anderson

If you have any land management questions, I am always happy to communicate via email
or over the phone if you want to discuss invasive plants, prescribed fire, or plant ID. BMAP
can always use your support, either through donations, attending community events, or
volunteering as a member of our Board. If interested, contact Board President Greg Jones
or info@bluemounds.org.

Sam Anderson 
Outreach Ecologist 
ecologist@bluemounds.org 

BMAP Merchandise now available!
A portion of every purchase goes directly to supporting BMAP and our mission. 

BMAP Membership Renewal 

Thank you to all the BMAP members that have renewed their membership for
2026! BMAP is entirely funded by the commitment and generosity of our members,
making every donation and membership extremely important to our organization. If you
are unsure, you can always contact us directly to confirm your membership status.

BMAP has a range of membership options to match your commitment to our mission and
community. Thank you for your continued support.

       

 
Trillium flexipes - Credit: Sam Anderson
 

BMAP Summer Events
Summer event season is upon us! Most of our summer events involve light to moderate
hiking on maintained trails, so hiking poles, outdoor clothing, and sun protection are

encouraged! Events are also followed by snacks and socializing, courtesy of BMAP

Walk With a Geologist - Pleasant Valley Conservancy
Saturday May 30

1pm-4pm
4554 Pleasant Valley Rd, Black Earth, WI 53515, USA

Leader: Ken Wade

Join BMAP member and local naturalist Ken Wade as he leads us through the geological and
glacial history that shape Pleasant Valley Conservancy, one of the older restored oak savannas in

Wisconsin 

BMAP Property Tour - Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell
Saturday June 20

9am-12pm
10747 Moyer Rd, Blue Mounds, WI 53517, USA

Join us in touring the lands stewarded by Ken Wade and Pat Trochlell. Ongoing collaborations
with the Prairie Enthusiasts, Dane County, and other local organizations are aimed at restoring
and protecting this diverse range of southern WI plant communities just north of Blue Mounds

State Park

BMAP Property Tour - Kurt Peters & Elizabeth Hopp-Peters
Saturday July 18

10am-12pm
N6405 County Hwy A, Argyle, WI 53504, USA

Join us for a tour of 75 acres stewarded by Kurt Peters and Elizabeth Hopp-Peters. Their restored
prairie occupies a sandy former pasture, while recent work supported by NRCS and local

restoration contractors has focused on restoring oak woodlands and oak savanna.

Walk with a Naturalist - Vermont Church
Saturday August 1

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 53515, USA

This 105 acre property contains 35 acres of prairie, woodland and 20 acres of wetland with hiking
trails winding throughout. We’ll see these diverse habitats and hear about their community

stewardship from church representative, Greg Herrling.

BMAP Property Tour - Debbie & Peter Manke
Saturday August 15

10am-12pm
5566 Pine Rd, Black Earth, WI 53515, USA

Debbie and Peter Manke balance their time restoring their remnant oak woodland, promoting
their restored tallgrass prairie, and nurturing young oaks within an old pine plantation. Join us

in touring these habitats at varying stages of restoration!

Walk with a Naturalist - Blue Mounds State Park to Parrish Oak Savanna
Saturday August 29
12:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Dane County, Moyer Rd, Vermont, WI 53517, USA

A joint BMAP event with The Prairie Enthusiasts, this 5.5mi through-hike starts at Blue Mounds
State Park, moves through Pleasure Valley Conservancy, and ends at the TPE Parrish Savanna. A

great chance to enjoy the end of the growing season!

Upcoming BMAP Events

 
Know of a local event that might be of interest to BMAP Members? Send the information

to ecologist@bluemounds.org

Ice Age Trail Alliance Events & Workdays
If you are looking to get to know the natural communities of southern WI or are hoping to

build skills in land management, the IATA has a weekly hikes and workdays in the Blue
Mounds area throughout April and May.

Dane County Parks Events
Dane county parks has a whole host of educational events and restoration workdays for

folks interested in enjoying and restoring grasslands and woodlands.

The Prairie Enthusiast Workdays
TPE regularly hosts work days throughout Wisconsin, but the Sauk-Empire chapter meets
regularly in our local area!  Join for a day of meeting like-minded volunteers that support

TPE properties

Other SW Wisconsin Events & Resources

Naturalist's Notebook
Wisconsin's Diversity of Little, White Flowers

Rue Anemone (Thalictrum thalictroides) - Credit: Sam Anderson

In Wisconsin, we are lucky enough to have an abundance of showy, beautiful flowers from
April through October. Many of us are partial to early spring ephemerals, bright and
showy orchids, or the purple and golden shows of our grasslands. While these eye-catching
displays deserve our recognition, it can be easy to walk by smaller, more unassuming
flowers. More often than not, much of the diversity found in our state requires us to slow
down and take a closer look.

The little, white flowers that dot our woodlands are extremely important pollinator
resources, and we can learn quite a bit about their ecology simply by getting down on their
level. Below are a small subset of Wisconsin's flora that possess white flowers that were
found in woodlands in the Baraboo hills throughout May. Take a closer look at how diverse
our diminutive flora can be!

Some context for little, white flowers

In Wisconsin, about 20% of the flowers are white, roughly 60-70% of flowers are biotically
pollinated, and upwards of 70% of species have hermaphroditic flowers, meaning they that
have both male and female parts.

Wisconsin scientists (led by retired UW Botany Professor Dr. Tom Givnish) have also
demonstrated that biotic pollination, hermaphroditic flowers, and small,
inconspicuous flowers are more frequent in savannas and woodlands with
closed canopies. Compare this with our open systems that favor larger, more
conspicuous flowers like goldenrods or blazing stars and wind pollinated plants like
grasses. Even within closed forests, more conspicuous floral displays tend to be more
common earlier in the growing season before the canopy fully closed.  All of this means
that if you want to go find little white flowers early in the growing season,
woodlands are your best bet!

Baneberry (Actaea) - You can clearly see the female pistil in the center of each flower,
surrounded by a ring of male stamens. 

 
How floral form reveals ecological connections

Flowers can be pollinated by both abiotic (ex. wind) and biotic (ex. bees, birds, moths)
forces, and their form can give clues to who or what may be the primary pollinators. When
looking for clues that point to biotic pollination, prominent anthers that bear pollen and
small petals surrounding a female pistil are a great starting point. Pollinators visiting the
center of each flower for rewards like nectar often have to brush past the pollen covered
anthers in the process.

 
Since these small flowers would be crushed by birds or moths, little, white flowers are
primarily pollinated mostly by flies, bees, and other small insects. Many of these species,
especially Dogwoods (Cornus) and Viburnums have flowers that are slightly sweet and/or
musty to attract these small insect pollinators. For an interesting comparison, look for
larger flowers adapted to pollination via bumblebees (ex. Trillium) that grow in similar
woodland environments.

Early Meadow-Rue (Thalictrium dioicum) is an example of a wind pollinated species that
has separate female and male plants. These male flowers have dangling anthers that

facilitate pollen dispersal.

Alternate-leaf Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia) is insect pollinated. Prominent stamens and
small reflexed petals allow easier access for bees and flies.

Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) with large clusters of insect-pollinated flowers.
 

Many species with smaller flowers also bear them in clusters.  These inflorescences
increase the changes for cross-pollination, seed set, and survival. Some species like
Viburnum trilobum even have specialized flowers within their inflorescences that act as a
target for incoming pollinators to find.

Twoleaf Miterwort (Mitella diphylla) has delicate filamentous petals that allow small
insects to perch.

The petals of Solomon's Plume (Maianthemum racemosum) are dwarfed by pollen-
bearing stamen.

Bastard Toadflax (Comandra umbellata) is a small, hemiparasitic plant more common in
grasslands and thin, rocky soils.
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These Seneca Snakeroot (Senega officinalis) flowers are days away from opening

This Aniseroot (Osmorhiza longistylus) has an inflorescence called a compound umbel
that is elevated above the leaves and visible for passing bees and flies.

 
Little, white flowers are easy to overlook, but they are important floral resources that
support a huge diversity of often overlooked pollinators. Many of these species are well
adapted to savannas, woodlands, and even some open environments (ex. Sambucus
nigra). There are numerous examples of both herbs and shrubs that would compliment
many native plantings, whether you manage a small backyard or hundreds of acres. Before
spring fades into summer, take a closer look at some of the beautiful floral diversity in our
state...just remember to bring a hand lens!

BMAP on Facebook
The Blue Mounds Area Project is a good place to find information about upcoming events,
but it’s a one-way flow of information. Did you know we also have a Facebook group?
Joining the BMAP Group is a great way to connect with other BMAP members. To
facilitate engagement, we’ll soon begin posting regular conversation starters.

At any time you can also post:

Restoration-related questions

Requests for help with burns

Extra seeds or plants to share

Photos of what’s growing in your prairie or woodland

Anything else that relates to ecological restoration in WI

The group is open to all landowners and allies in the Driftless Area of WI or surrounding
areas who are working to restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health.

The Blue Mounds Area Project is a community-based
organization that seeks to inspire, inform and empower

private landowners in the Southwestern Wisconsin region
to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiversity and

ecosystem health.

Thanks to all our members for your support!
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