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Hello BMAP,

We have passed the equinox, and are
officially starting our autumn! Seed
collecting is in full swing, and even our
late flowering plants like asters and
goldenrods beginning to set seed. In
addition to the seed harvest, prairie
vegetation are senescing and drying
out, meaning fall burn season is just
around the corner.

Fall marks the beginning of a busy
season for brush and tree management.
Woody plants are pulling nutrients and
resources from their foliage into their
roots, making fall an ideal time for cut
stump, girdling, or basal bark
applications of herbicide. The loss of
foliage will also open up our
woodlands, allowing for an easier time
planning and implementing
management.

Birds are actively migrating, and we
have an ever-growing list of tools to
observe their journeys. Birdcast uses
weather radar to track nigh time
migrations, while iNaturalist allows
you to see if any passing birds are in
your area, and birding groups are
active, welcoming, and excited to teach
newcomers.

We are wrapping up our summer
season of BMAP events but tyou can
now see our speakers for our
upcoming winter lecture series. Dane
County Parks and The Prairie
Enthusiasts will also continue to host
volunteer seed collecting and brush
removal workdays throughout the
season. A reminder, fall is an excellent
time to combine prescribed fire and
sowing of native seed. Sowing seed
after a fall burn maximizes seed-to-soil
contact and allow seeds to naturally
stratify all winter, so a bit of fall
planning and preparation can go a long
way!

My 2026 field season is coming to a
close, but I am always available to
support BMAP members in their land
management. Don't hesitate to email
me at ecologist@bluemounds.org with
any questions or observations. 

Gentianella quinquefolia  - cr: Sam
Anderson

Bottle gentian (Gentiana andrewsii). cr:
Sam Anderson

Spiranthes orchid - cr: Sam Anderson

Every year, I meet BMAP members that have been a part of the community for decades
and newcomers just beginning their land stewardship. BMAP is only able to continue to
build our conservation community through your support by donation, attending events,
and inviting neighbors and friends to join our organization. Thank you for your support.

Sam Anderson 
Outreach Ecologist 
ecologist@bluemounds.org 

BMAP Merchandise now available!
A portion of every purchase goes directly to supporting BMAP and our mission. 

BMAP Membership Renewal 

Thank you to all the BMAP members that have renewed their membership for
2026! BMAP is entirely funded by the commitment and generosity of our members,
making every donation and membership extremely important to our organization. If you
are unsure, you can always contact us directly to confirm your membership status.

BMAP has a range of membership options to match your commitment to our mission and
community. Thank you for your continued support.

Witch Hazel - cr: Sam Anderson
 

BMAP Winter Lecture Series
With summer coming to an end, we are officially scheduling our 2027 Winter Lecture
Series. Each winter, we invite 3 local leaders in land management and conservation to

share their expertise, facilitate excellent conversation, and share resources that will help
private land owners take their next step in land management

Winter Lecture - Wisconsin's Natural Resources are Shaped by Fire
Jeb Barzen - Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council

Feb 11, 2027, 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
107 N Grove St, Mt Horeb, WI 53572, USA

Join Jeb Barzen of the Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council in discussing the benefits of frequent,
low intensity fire. Fire has largely been removed from Wisconsin's

landscape and culture. At what cost, and how can we best reverse this trend?

Winter Lecture - A Look at the Superpowers of Partnerships in
Conservation

Andy Bingle - Southern Driftless Grasslands
Feb 25, 2027, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

107 N Grove St, Mt Horeb, WI 53572, USA

Join Andy Bingle as he describes how the Southern Driftless Grasslands
partnership leverages the unique “superpowers” of its partner organizations in southwest

Wisconsin to navigate funding gaps, capacity limits, and complex land-scape
scale conservation needs.

Winter Lecture - UW Extension: Sustainable Stewardship of Wisconsin’s
Privately Owned Forests

Mar 11, 2027, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
107 N Grove St, Mt Horeb, WI 53572, USA

UW Extension Forestry exists to bridge the gap between the universities and the public,
and educators like Olivia Kovacs provide classes and builds programs specifically to

engage landowners in the sustainable stewardship of Wisconsin’s privately owned forests.

Upcoming BMAP Events
 

 
Southern Driftless Grasslands - Open House

Thursday October 1
 5:00pm-7:30pm

Bridal Barn and Gardens 
9736 Blue Valley Rd, Mt Horeb, WI 53572

Join SDG for an informal evening gathering where you can meet other landowners,
conservation professionals, and community members all who have a passion for or

interest in stabilizing and increasing grasslands in southwest Wisconsin. Anyone and
everyone is welcome to join - invite your neighbor!

A casual buffet dinner will be served throughout the evening. 

The event will take place outside and in an unheated barn, please come prepared for
the weather.

 
Schedule

3:30pm (Optional) - Grassland Walk at the Perry Primrose Bird Conservation
Area - about 10-15 minute drive away from venue. Exact meeting location TBD - be

sure to RSVP to find out the location of the walk.
5:00pm - Open House is open!

6:00pm - Short remarks from SDG
7:30pm - Open House concludes

The event is free to all, we just ask for an RSVP :-)

Upcoming SDG Event

 
Know of a local event that might be of interest to BMAP Members? Send the information

to ecologist@bluemounds.org

Ice Age Trail Alliance Events & Workdays
If you are looking to get to know the natural communities of southern WI or are hoping to

build skills in land management, the IATA has a weekly hikes and workdays in the Blue
Mounds area throughout April and May.

Dane County Parks Events
Dane county parks has a whole host of educational events and restoration workdays for

folks interested in enjoying and restoring grasslands and woodlands.

The Prairie Enthusiast Workdays
TPE regularly hosts work days throughout Wisconsin, but the Sauk-Empire chapter meets
regularly in our local area!  Join for a day of meeting like-minded volunteers that support

TPE properties

Other SW Wisconsin Events & Resources

Naturalist's Notebook
An introduction to asters and goldenrods

Riddell's goldenrod (Solidago riddellii) beginning to set seed at Faville Prairie. credit:
Sam Anderson

We can tell that summer is ending in Wisconsin when our grasslands begin to flash with
gold and purple. This floral display is driven mostly by two groups: asters (genus
Symphyotricum) and goldenrods (genus Solidago...mostly). While these fall colors are
familiar to most of us, the individual species responsible for the show can be a bit harder
to pin down. Both asters and goldenrods are part of one of the largest and most diverse
plant families on the planet: Asteraceae.

Since Wisconsin contains several species of both asters and goldenrods, I wanted to dial-in
on the key characteristics that can be used to identify individual species, while also
highlighting the importance of these fall-flowering species to the ecosystems they grow in.
If nothing else, I hope you appreciate the diversity that contributes to some of our most
beloved fall flowers!

Why care about asters and goldenrods?
Besides aesthetics, asters and goldenrods contribute greatly to our ecosystems in
Wisconsin. While most of the species I have photographed are found in grasslands, both
asters and goldenrods are present in our woodlands and wetlands throughout the state.
Species like zig-zag goldenrod (Solidago flexicaulis) in woodlands and rarer shadowy
goldenrod (S. sciaphila) that grows exclusively on cliffs and dry bluffs show the diversity
and ecological breadth of these groups.

Photo: Zig-zag goldenrods are a common site in southern Wisconsin woodlands. credit:
iNaturalist user hobbiesera

Asters and goldenrods are hugely important floral resources in the late summer and early
fall. You can see dozens of pollinators busily visiting these plants well into October,
providing pollen that is invaluable for overwintering bumblebee queens and honey bees. 

Goldenrods and asters also provide overwintering structure for several insects. Tall, woody
stems provide ideal conditions to protect insect eggs that will emerge the following spring.
These insects also support overwintering birds, with downy woodpeckers and other birds
frequently visiting goldenrod galls mid-winter and early spring for protein-rich grubs.
Asters and goldenrods all generally flower in the late summer and early fall, but there is
variation. Having a high diversity of asters and goldenrods ensures consistent, abundant
flowers for any late season pollination and makes for a beautiful grassland!

Flowers for identifying species
Fall is an ideal time to identify asters and goldenrods since flowers provide more obvious
ways to differentiate species. 

Asters and goldenrods all have composite flowers, meaning what looks like one 'flower' is
called a capitulum and actually contains dozens of individual flowers called florets. This is
a hallmark of Asteraceae. Composite flowers are large, high-value targets for pollinators,
and having all florets growing close together in one capitulum makes for more efficient
pollination, seed production, and reproductive success.

Photos: Flowers for sky-blue aster (S. oolentangiense, left), New England aster (S.
novae-angliae, center) and panicled aster (S. lanceolatum, right). credit: Sam Anderson

When looking at asters, the size, color, and number of 'petals' (called ray florets) are key
characteristics to identifying species. Sky-blue asters are even named for their distinctive
light blue/purple flowers. 

The number of flowers, where they grow on the plant, and the general shape of the group
of flowers (inflorescence) are also important characteristics. Goldenrods are often
identified by the shape of their inflorescence, beither being 'flat-topped' or 'spikes' like
grass-leaved Goldenrod (Euthamia graminifolia) or canada goldenrod (Solidago
canadensis). Field goldenrod (S. nemoralis) often produces little clusters of flowers from
each leaf axil along the stem. 

Canada goldenrod (S, canadensis, left) and grass-leaved goldenrod (E. graminifolia,
center) and field goldenrod (S. nemoralis). credit: Sam Anderson

Leaves as a key indicator 
While flowers are nice, we sometimes want to identify asters and goldenrods earlier in the
growing season, requiring a closer look at stems and leaves. This can be tricky, especially
with small plants, but using clues like shape, color and texture can all help identify species.
Be sure to look at leaves on the stem and leaves lower to the ground. Many asters and
goldenrods have basal leaves, which can look substantially different that leaves on the
stem and may help you get a positive ID.

For asters, leaf size can help identify some species like heath aster (Symphyotrichum
ericoides), named for it's particularly small leaves. How each leaf attaches to the stem can
also be a key trait. Some leaves directly attach to the stem, like Symphyotricum
lanceolatum, while others wrap around the stem with leaf lobes called auricles. New
England aster (Symphyotricum novae-angliae) is an excellent example of this.

Photos: Leaves of heath aster (S. ericoides, left), panicled aster (S. lanceolatum), and
New England aster (S. novae-angliae, right). credit: Sam Anderson

Leaf texture can vary greatly among our goldenrods. Stiff goldenrod (Solidago rigida) has
rough, hairy leaves with smooth margins that are often a pale green. Opposingly, Riddell's
goldenrod (Solidago riddellii) has long, smooth leaves that arc away from the stem. 

Photos: leaves of stiff goldenrod (S. rigida, left) and Riddell's goldenrod (S. riddellii,
right). credit: iNaturalist user kallummcdonald (left) and Sam Anderson (right)

Hairy details
Sometimes, closely related species can look so similar that we need to look for minute
differences between them. For both goldenrods and asters, the presence, arrangement,
and length of small hairs called trichomes can make all the difference.

Smooth aster (Symphyotricum laeve) is named for its lack of hairs along its stem and
leaves, while Symphyotricum lanceolatum has hairs that are often arranged in neat lines
along the stem.

Photos: stem of panicled aster (S. lanceolatum, left) and smooth aster (S. laeve, right).
credit: Sam Anderson (right) and iNaturalist user bob73.

For goldenrods, some of the harder species to tell apart vegetatively like Canada goldenrod
(Solidago canadensis), tall goldenrod (Solidago altissima), and giant goldenrod (Solidago
gigantea) grow in similar environments, have similar leaf shapes, and have similar
inflorescence structure. However, S. canadensis typically only has trichomes on the upper
portion the stem, S. altissima is entirely covered in trichomes, and S. gigantea lacks hairs
and can even be slightly waxy.

Photos: Stems of Canada goldenrod (S. canadensis, left) and giant goldenrod (S. gigantea,
right)

Too much goldenrod?
Some landowners, especially those with restored prairies, often have large patches of
Canada goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) that dominate parts of their prairie. S.
canadensis is clonal, and can cast a dense shade that stifles other native plants. The woody
stems and lack of grasses and fine fuel in goldenrod patches can also impede prescribed
fire, further limiting the ability for grassland species to establish and persist. Some
landowners have occasionally used a broadleaf herbicide to knock back Canada goldenrod,
but I advocate for mowing or cutting goldenrod 1-2 times throughout the growing season
for 3-5 years. This allows other prairie species to grow and establish without goldenrod
shading them out, while further promoting prescribed fire. Cutting goldenrod also forces
the clone to devote energy and resources to resprouting, which limits the growth and
spread of the clone. Clonal species are tricky to manage, but consistent efforts to limit the
advantage and effects of 'over-abundant' native species typically yield positive outcomes. 

BMAP on Facebook

The Blue Mounds Area Project is a good place to find information about upcoming events,
but it’s a one-way flow of information. We also have the BMAP Group, a great way to
connect with other BMAP members and share land management insights. To facilitate
engagement, we’ll soon begin posting regular conversation starters.

At any time you can also post:

Restoration-related questions

Requests for help with burns

Extra seeds or plants to share

Photos of what’s growing in your prairie or woodland

Anything else that relates to ecological restoration in WI

The group is open to all landowners and allies in the Driftless Area of WI or surrounding
areas who are working to restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health.

The Blue Mounds Area Project is a community-based
organization that seeks to inspire, inform and empower

private landowners in the Southwestern Wisconsin region
to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiversity and

ecosystem health.

Thanks to all our members for your support!
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